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Got your attentlon, dld R 3 VIR

If you're followmg the health_- 8y

care debate, you've probably seen

President Obama accused by con- .
servatives of wanting to socialize

1/7th of the U.S. economy, and ac-
cused by liberals of selling out to
corporate interests by abandon-

ing “Single Payer” And no doubt .*
somebody out there is accusing him-

of trying to be in the middle of the

road, where you normally find only

' yellow stripes and dead squirrels.
There’s a terrible, destructive

bitterness in pational politics. I's

not enough to simply disagree. Each_

side is convinced they’re righteous

and pure. And when yow'te righ-
teous and pure and others dare to

disagree, it’s clear that they’re ei- ;

ther incredibly stupid or, if theyre

not actually spawn of thé Devil, -

they’ve clearly sold out to the forces
of darkness. And unfortunately theg
same Manichaean fone is creéping
into Piedmont politics.

I recall that five or six years ago,
Perry Kennan, an affable Kiwi liv-
ing up on Abbott Way, came to the
City Council to complain about |
Blair Park, the strip of unused city-

owned land on the south side of
Moraga Avenus. Perry pointed out
that Moraga was a main entrance

to Piedmont; but was derelict and
littered with trash and debris. Not
unreasonably, he'wanted something

done. Four years ago, the Council

budgeted $50,000 to study potential
improvements, and in 2007; appro-
priated $100,000 more. Two years

ago, another $70, 000 was thrown _

into the pot.

Around the same time the CIpP

Committee was considering wheth-
er it might make sense to install ar-
tificial turf and lights further down
Moraga, at Coaches Field, and ap-
propriated $750,000. Not . nearly
enough to pay for the entire project,

“but more than enough for prehm;- :

“Friends - of: Moraga Sar
think:it's safe to say that

Cahforma oW requlroé

for example, 1s' a potentlal problem
it makes sense to conduct a trafﬁq""_ -

ation of a pro_]oct S effects oit Global '
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and stated that wildlife fleeing from
any construction ‘might transmit

~ diseases into Piedmont.

The sports field . group had
agreed to contribute the $26,200.
The “Friends” group opposed ac-
cepting the money or completmg
the EiR.

My- loncv-standmg, publicly ex-

pressed opinion is that the FIR is .

only the very first step in what will
be a very long process. Idon’t know
if the conceptual sports field design
works or if it needs to be scaled
back, or if private money can be
raised for the project (the City sure
doesn’t have the funding), or even

ifa sports ﬁe_Id is the “highest and

best tige”

Maybe F -smgle sports field

makes sense, maybe senior housing,
maybe adog park. ‘Who knows? But

the EIR will give us valuable infor-"
- ‘mation and help us make decisions.
“i When we can get mformatlon wilhi’

private funds, not public monies, 1
think it makes sense. .
* Information i is good especlally
when it’s free
And now a mea culpa I asked a
speaker for her address. She felt my
request was an accusation of “NIM-

_BY-ism. Years ago, in my previous
Council stint, speakers were always -

asked to state their hame and ad-
dress, but apparently it’s no longer
required. .

I regret if my questlon vias per-
ceived as offensive, but I thought
it might provide pertinent- irifor-
mation. There’s a long toad ahead
before any decisions are made, and
it will be a lot easier-for everybody
if we all assume good intentions on
everybody’s part, even when we
disagree. :

Jeff Wieler was vecently elected
to the Piedmont City Council. He
welcomes your questions and com-
ments, He can be reached by e-

mail USWreler@Yahoo com) oF by
“phone at 428-1648." E




